practiced since the late 1980s, MRSA incidence density rates had constantly been high at around 15 .0 per 1000 patient days until it started to decline in the fall of 2006. In our NICU, active surveillance was not sufficient to control the spread of MRSA until it was accompanied by enhanced and sustained performance of hand hygiene.
Conclusion
Our time series analyses showed that increasing the amount of alcohol-based hand sanitizer usage by improving accessibility and providing periodic hand-hygiene training sessions to health-care workers was associated with a statistically significant and sustained downward trend in MRSA incidence density rates in our NICU. Increasing the use of alcohol-based hand sanitizers is strongly recommended for decreasing the risk of MRSA acquisition among neonates in NICU settings. Table 1 Multivariate ARIMA (0,1,1) model for MRSA incidence density rates in the NICU, July 
